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Breast Surgery. Eds. J. S. NAJARIAN &
J. P. DELANEY (1981). Hemel Hempstead:
Prentice Hall Inc. 323 pp. £23-90 net.
A Continuing Education Course sponsored
by the Surgery Department at the University
of Minnesota in 1980, attended by well
known authorities on breast disease is the
basis of this book. The contributors deal
authoritatively with the epidemiology,
pathology, diagnosis and management of
breast lesions, benign and malignant, and
the place of breast reconstruction and the
psychological effects of mastectomy are
discussed. An attractive feature is the histo-
rical perspective, provided by several of the
contributors, showing how concepts evolved
and how methods of management altered to
exploit the changed views. So far from adding
to the "confusion" often attributed to the
breast cancer field, the contributors have
clarified much of the clinical problem and
have provided interesting, and sometimes
provocative material for the reader. The book
is aimed at practising clinicians and it is an
excellent summary of the views of people
who are well versed in the subject discussed.
L. TURNER
Functionally Differentiated Cell Lines.
Ed. G. SATO (1981). New York: Alan R.
Liss. 268 pp.
To a certain extent the title of this multi-
author book is misleading. It is only after
reading the jacket description that the main
theme becomes clearer, namely 'a thorough
review ofboth past and recent findings ofthe
properties of hormone-dependent, hormone-
responsive and hormone-autonomous cell
lines". Another purpose, according to the
introduction, "is an attempt to allay the
suspicions of physiologists ... who view cell
cultures with deep suspicion"!
The first chapter covers the subject of
growth control in hormone-dependent cell
lines and is followed by chapters on pituitary
GH cells, the YI adreno-cortical tumour line,
and the hormone responses of testicular
and ovarian cells. Consideration of the
Madin Darby Canine Kidney (MDCK), glial,
neuronal, teratocarcinoma, lymphocytic and
hybridoma, erythroleukaemic and mega-
karyocytic cell lines completes the volume.
Although the standard of production is high,
over 30 pages of the reviewer's copy were
printed on relatively poor quality paper. The
photomicrographs are of a high quality
although their distribution varies from
lengthy chapters with no illustrations to the
shortest chapter (5 pages of text) containing
12 photomicrographs (30% of those in the
book).
This is not a book that is easy to read from
cover to cover. It will be more of interest to
those wishing for information on one or more
of these cell lines, than to the novice.
W. HUME
Malignant Disease of the Vulva. S. WAY
(1982). Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone.
76 pp. £9.95 net.
This is a delightful monograph in which
one of the United Kingdom's most distin-
guished radical gynaecological surgeons dis-
cusses his professional "life time" experience
of malignant disease of the vulva. The
reader will find simple descriptions of the
natural history, pathology and clinical ap-
pearances of this group of relatively rare
diseases. There are very succinct descrip-
tions of the necessary surgical procedures
and their complications along with the
excellent results achieved using these tech-
niques. Anyone interested in vulval malig-
nant disease should read this book. They
will find the strong didactic style helpful
and very refreshing.
R. D. HUNTER
Histological Typing of Kidney Tumours.
F. K. MOSTOFI, I. A. SESTERHENN & L. H.
SOBIN (1981). Geneva: World Health
Organization. 26 pp. + slides Sw. fr.
37 net.
This is volume 25 of the International
Histological Classification of Tumours, pub-
lished by W.H.O. The series is now almost
complete, but the earlier volumes, pub-
lished in the sixties, now require revision and
expansion, and one hopes that a second
series has been commissioned, to bring these
up to date and in line with the rather more
ambitious later volumes ofthe first series.
This volume emanates from the Armed
Forces Institute of Pathology, Washington,
and this, with the name of Dr Mostofi on the
title page, guarantees an authoritative pre-
sentation and a high standard of illustration.